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Page 1 story continued
Happy Earth Day! 4| On your walk from Simonton Street to Duval Street, as you pass the historic Gato
Building, you can get a look at two visions of Key West.
Contact us! 4
The first is a garden. You can go on a walking tour of the Native Wildflower
Plant Clinics Demonstration Garden, cut through it on your way to or from Duval Street, or

AT Tk diust s? in solitude at the only public space in Key West cultivated with

tlwe, I [ 1 J M engu 1vLe§rh ti\ie glants shrubs, trees and turf.
9YI Af a2yNRSXATFaddzb dSRdz 2N O £ ¢t
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Pl linic Plus! The garden is not only a beautiful 24-hour-accessible vision of the best of Key

ant Clinic Plus! 6 9360 v o devel e ke
Al ong with answayestsiutif® a3e00-squagezfoot victory in redevelopment since it replaced a

plant/insect queparkingdat, we will have

a brief topical] discussion. See

t i d d bel : . o1
eptes al 5 LT%GS second 1s a saltwater tank inside the Gato Building where you can see a

April 13th: lionfish. This is essentially an aquatic iWANTEDO poster like you used to see in

the post office. The lionfish is an invasive species that harms native sea life.

This single captive predatory ambassador raises consciousness of the need to
defend our underwater life that@ both part of the fabric of the community and an
ecbrlothiB &rfvér of tourism. The lionfish is a spiny vision of what we don&@ want
Key West to become.

i K
;ﬁgﬁl Egar@e:n %&flst%pk are at the University of Florida Institute of Food and
- Aggicultural Sciences (UF/IFAS) Extension Monroe County office. That office is
(thezeatewpy fogyour local university, UF. The Extension offlce is e}partnership
bgtween UFFAS andMagnroe County government to provide residents of Key
!W_qp(gwit'h scigrcg-based solutions and expertise to solve their problems.
NB S NB
'Thenlwaal Extepston office offers plenty of printed and digital information on
yeverything from gardening to naturalist courses to fishing regulations. But it also
Ibeings NIR expertise to bear on big-picture issues such as water quality, climate
change and community development. We want to help you become the

individuals you want to be and the community you want to be. é Continued on page 3
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S e 1 Gr - N q % L Shelly Krueger

UF/IFAS Florida Sea Grant Agent

Shelly recently accomplished the f  Shelly answered questions for
following activities: more than 277 registered
1 Shelly co-led the Florida Coral ¢ gig;g?éﬁ%?ggﬁ; fCocr)rtahIeTissue
Tissue Loss Disease Response Loss Disease and the Response
Team technical workshop for the ’% Effort featuring Florida Sea
communication and outreach FLORIDA KEYS Grantds Mauriziol Mar
response annual meeting with WATER WATCH

Victoria Barker, and Michelle

over 108 attendees from
Graulty.

academia and federal and state
resource agencies. 91 Shelly and Dr. Lisa Krimski
- held a UF/IFAS Water Watch Sea t
' i in-service training for 12 Flori-
. 5 da Sea Grant agents to teach Florida

citizen scientists to collect water
quality data in Florida coastal
counties.

Environmental Horticulture Program and Master Gardener Volunteers remain R.p,;,‘ =
<< af

7
ghnill
totrooasor - e loave many clifferent weys we can @ssis  zoow pLant cLnics

dedicated to helping you with your plant related questions.

Tuesday April 13th & 27th at 10AM

Email Monroe@ifas.ufl.edu or

EMAIL YOUR QUESTIONS TO : | : = = Call (305)292 -4501 to Register
mastergardener@monroecounty -fl.gov Ao s
FACEBOOK PAGE

Please include a detailed description of the Visit our Facebook page for updates, requests, information

B problemﬁ and photos if available and so much morel N
2’\{* m https://www.facebook.com/MonroeCountyExtension/ % \m
H B O | > I s ¢ r LW ,Ls Michelle Leonard -Mularz
! ‘ ’ FAS Environmental Horticulture Agent
Michelle receqtly acqorpplished the I  The environmental horticulture I April is National Volunteer Month and
following activities: program continues to add in -person the success of our Environmental Horti-
opportunities for residents to get their culture Program depends so much on
9 The Florida Friendly Lunch -and-Learn plant and gardening questions our Master Gardener volunteers. Our
series continues this month with an answered. This mont h, vokirgeerehavedethaingd activeo
online discussion on Right Plant, Right new plant clinic locations, Key West throughout COVID by responding to
Place. The Florida Friendly Landscaping Garden Club and Key West Tropical residential inquiries through our virtual
program aims is to teach sustainable Forest & Botanical Garden. These will help desk and participating in citizen
gardening practices to residents across be on the first Monday and third science projects that could be done from
the state with the goal of water Saturday of the month respectively. home or socially distanced. This year, 75
conservation and reduced water pollution Residents can also email our volunteers residential inquiries have been an-
through the incorporation of best directly for questions about their plants swered through the virtual help desk;
practices. Right Plant, Right Place is a at mastergardener@monroecounty -fl.gov and with more in -person activities start-

ing to be offered, Master Gardeners
have donated over 700 hours of volun-
teer service since the start of 2021.
Thank you to our dedicated volunteers.

simple concept that goes a long way to
help reduce water, fertilizer, and
pesticide use in the landscape. Interested
individuals can register through our
Eventbrite page.

Be sure to fiLikeO us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter and Instagram!
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Alicia Betancourt

G i rNe’ OI\H.FI.IF/%S Faﬂly and Community Development Agent and

onroe County Extension Director

Alicia recently accomplished the
following activities:

9 Alicia taught Climate Smart
Fl oridands to

CI‘IIF
LV LU

COMMUNITY VOICES
INFORMED CHOICES

9  Alicia worked to organize a Joint
Council of Extension Professionals
virtual conference via the Whoova
conference app. This includes
teaching the technology to other

t he

City of West Palm. She also met 1
with Volusia County leaders to

plan to offer the program starting

in May 2021.

CLIMATE SMART

FLORIDIANS local

Continued from page 1

When [ visited the office this month, I appreciated
the chance to get a look at a banded coral shrimp
and a purple sea anemone without getting wet.

Touring the garden let me live like a local, just
enjoying being outside and appreciating the flora
that makes Key West such a special place. I was
glad to learn about- and will be happy to support- a
UF/IFAS proposal to working with our Monroe
County government partners to establish gardens in
Marathon and Key Largo.

It& not just Extension® location and facilities that
help make Key West special. [t ExtensionGs
people. UF/IFAS Extension Monroe County
Director Alicia Betancourt is a Certified Climate
Change Professional who works with communities
to reduce risks to climate change. She works to
build community capacity in the UF-IFAS and
FAMU program Community Voices, Informed
Choices.

Florida Sea Grant agent Shelly Krueger enlists
dozens of local volunteer citizen scientists to collect
and test water samples for pollution. She trains local
fishing guides in sustainable boating and fishing.
She also educates Key West residents to identify
birds and fish, to understand the ecology of the
underwater world, and to become better educators

parti ci pleres

Alicia taught the Community

Voices, Informed Choices program

to Extension Professionals. This 1
program helps agents facilitate
deliberative discussions on complex
issues and aims to increase

community engagement,

community decision making and

action. Alicia taught participant

how to develop and implement a

ot own
engagement workshop.

planners to increase participant
engagement.

the Association of
Climate Change
Officers to increase
member engagement
through development
of awards, professional recognition
and professional learning

C oppontuniiést y

Alicia worked with z

< )
/’"Iare chae®

hall o

and participants in local conservation efforts.

Michelle Leonard-Mularz runs the Master Gardener
program whose participants volunteer at the UF/IFAS
Plant Clinic to field questions on plants and insects and
with local garden clubs that beautify the Keys.

UF/IFAS can do all this because of the support from
Monroe County government. We also get funding for
individual projects like the demonstration tank from the
Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission.

Our job is to work on helping communities address
their challenges. I came all the way from Gainesville to
visit your Extension office. I hope you can walk or
pedal to it to learn more about how you can help make
the Keys a better, even more beautiful place and how to
protect it against invasive species and pollution.

Be sure to fiLikeO us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter and Instagram!

Scott Angle is td@eVUpoeve
for Agriculture and Natu
UF I nstitute of Food and
(UF/ I FAS) .


https://www.facebook.com/MonroeCountyExtension
https://twitter.com/KeysUFExtension
https://www.instagram.com/ufifas_extension_monroecounty/

VOLUME 21 ISSUE 4 Please recycle this newsletter! w PAGE 4
'U'F ‘ IFAS Extension {
UNIVERSITY of FLORIDA
l CkLC!{kahbwh9- ¢9bbmh
mmnan {AY2yd2 v c{nizNBESies Z{Sda“v\[i['jzé Qf oonnn
Mmnunpn h@SNBSIA | gedr {dAdGS wnnX YSe& [FNH2X C[ oonor
Y2 t K2 ysSdmp som p Wpptr@Zy SY  onp
Y2 Cl EHYd®m nowpp npytTnP[ CFEEY onp
DSYSNIHINEY NRSXATI & ddzb SRz
/ 2dzyieé 9EGSyaAzy B5ANBOG2NY ! fAOAL . Sl yO2dNI
bSsat SgSNI 9RA G2 NY .NEBEYY a2NBesx 9EGlSyaArzy [/ 22NRAYLl G2NJ
¢tKAa ySsatSgSNI Oy 68 | 00SaasSR 2ytAyS |Gy
KqLJYKKYE\/N.ESd)}\'-FIadDdzdeS Rdzxk ySgat SgSNWLaK(GYT
Wedr e on t htp/AMerroe.das.ufl.edu
n Facebook u Twitter Instagram
Scan this code to go
'YAGSNBRAGE 2F Cf 2diRcyitoodr! co
(AN k5 1oy k{2 do2yacCa NFIE A@N@SW@WS ®dzb S R dz
UNIVERSITY of FLORIDA rn‘ore in |0n|
Kg§ LIY k kK dzb S Rdz
UF/IFAS gfsrgiv“\lleyAOgsl_:\I,';tq)L)\y;lz ~LDSA%QSEL&Bal Opportunity 1Ins
SOLUTIONS g er KK 4 » Extension, University of
- and Agricultural Sciences
: CKLC!{ 9 E yUFAIéFAS Extension. Singl
< tension publ i-H adndnywo ytel
L tdzky3ad Cft 2N Ui cations) are availabl
from county UF/ I FAS Ex/

UF/ I FAS/ MCES QUARTERLY CONTA

HAPPY

//// \\\ Jan Feb

' Phone call s 42 47 47 136
EAHTHDAY- Of fice visitorsls8 17 26 61
Looking for activitiesto  |[Emai | Consul tati6ons 137 143 336

celebrate Earth's big day?
Wegotyoucovered: Learning event s40 27 21 88
Participants 517 1,060 743 2,320
SUPPORT NATURE START A GARDEN Medi a submissi oWs 7 9 26
e e |Publications dil®triblsted 217 612
e e e hepsyouandthepiel | - 1 A contacts 812 1,561 1206 3,579

G0 ON A NATURE
SCAVENGER HUNT
Walk around the
area and find flora
and fauna native to
your region.

MAKE A BIRDHOUSE

Use recyclable
materials to craft
homes for the local
bird population.

WATCH A NATURE
DOCUMENTARY

Take some time to
learn more about
your planet.

CONSIDER ENERGY
CONSERVATION

Research how you can
take small steps in your
daily life to save energy.

PICK UP TRASH

Help your community
by picking up trash
around the area.

USE OLD MATERIALS FOR
ARTS AND CRAFTS

Put that cardboard you
have to good use by
using it as a canvas.
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