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Plant Clinics
VIRTUAL PLANT CLINICS
Email Monroe@ifas.ufl.edu or call
(305)292-4501 to register!
Along with answering all of your
plant/insect questions, we will have
a brief topical discussion. See
topics and dates below:

April 13th:
Growing Ginger & Turmeric
in Containers
April 27rd: Pests of Ficus

IN-PERSON PLANT CLINICS
9AM-12PM
> Home Depot - Marathon
Saturday April 17th
> Key West Botanical Garden
Plant Sale- Stock Island
Saturday April 17th
> Garden Club of the Upper KeysKey Largo Wednesday April 21st
> Island Home Nursery–
Islamorada Thursday April 22nd
> Key West Garden Club–
11AM-2PM Monday May 3rd
**Masks and Social

Distancing Required**

April 2021

On your walk from Simonton Street to Duval Street, as you pass the historic Gato
Building, you can get a look at two visions of Key West.
The first is a garden. You can go on a walking tour of the Native Wildflower
Demonstration Garden, cut through it on your way to or from Duval Street, or
just sit in solitude at the only public space in Key West cultivated with
exclusively native plants, shrubs, trees and turf.
The garden is not only a beautiful 24-hour-accessible vision of the best of Key
West, but it’s a 3600-square-foot victory in redevelopment since it replaced a
parking lot.
The second is a saltwater tank inside the Gato Building where you can see a
lionfish. This is essentially an aquatic “WANTED” poster like you used to see in
the post office. The lionfish is an invasive species that harms native sea life.
This single captive predatory ambassador raises consciousness of the need to
defend our underwater life that’s both part of the fabric of the community and an
economic driver of tourism. The lionfish is a spiny vision of what we don’t want
Key West to become.
Both garden and tank are at the University of Florida Institute of Food and
Agricultural Sciences (UF/IFAS) Extension Monroe County office. That office is
the gateway to your local university, UF. The Extension office is a partnership
between UF/IFAS and Monroe County government to provide residents of Key
West with science-based solutions and expertise to solve their problems.
The local Extension office offers plenty of printed and digital information on
everything from gardening to naturalist courses to fishing regulations. But it also
brings UF expertise to bear on big-picture issues such as water quality, climate
change and community development. We want to help you become the
individuals you want to be and the community you want to be. …Continued on page 3
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Sea Grant News

Shelly Krueger
UF/IFAS Florida Sea Grant Agent
•

Shelly recently accomplished the
following activities:

•

Shelly co-led the Florida Coral
Tissue Loss Disease Response
Team technical workshop for the
communication and outreach
response annual meeting with
over 108 attendees from
academia and federal and state
resource agencies.
•

The

Shelly answered questions for
more than 277 registered
webinar attendees for the
Overview of Stony Coral Tissue
Loss Disease and the Response
Effort featuring Florida Sea
Grant’s Maurizio Martinelli,
Victoria Barker, and Michelle
Graulty.

Shelly and Dr. Lisa Krimski
held a UF/IFAS Water Watch
in-service training for 12 Florida Sea Grant agents to teach
citizen scientists to collect water
quality data in Florida coastal
counties.

Environmental Horticulture Program and Master Gardener Volunteers remain
dedicated to helping you with your plant related questions.

CALL OUR OFFICE:
(305)292-4501

ZOOM PLANT CLINICS:
Tuesday April 13th & 27th at 10AM
Email Monroe@ifas.ufl.edu or
Call (305)292-4501 to Register

EMAIL YOUR QUESTIONS TO:
mastergardener@monroecounty-fl.gov

FACEBOOK PAGE:
Visit our Facebook page for updates, requests, information
and so much more!

Please include a detailed description of the
problem and photos if available

https://www.facebook.com/MonroeCountyExtension/

Horticulture News
Michelle recently accomplished the
following activities:

•

The Florida Friendly Lunch-and-Learn
series continues this month with an
online discussion on Right Plant, Right
Place. The Florida Friendly Landscaping
program aims is to teach sustainable
gardening practices to residents across
the state with the goal of water
conservation and reduced water pollution
through the incorporation of best
practices. Right Plant, Right Place is a
simple concept that goes a long way to
help reduce water, fertilizer, and
pesticide use in the landscape. Interested
individuals can register through our
Eventbrite page.

•

Michelle Leonard-Mularz
UF/IFAS Environmental Horticulture Agent

The environmental horticulture
program continues to add in-person
opportunities for residents to get their
plant and gardening questions
answered. This month, we’ve added two
new plant clinic locations, Key West
Garden Club and Key West Tropical
Forest & Botanical Garden. These will
be on the first Monday and third
Saturday of the month respectively.
Residents can also email our volunteers
directly for questions about their plants
at mastergardener@monroecounty-fl.gov

•

April is National Volunteer Month and
the success of our Environmental Horticulture Program depends so much on
our Master Gardener volunteers. Our
volunteers have remained active
throughout COVID by responding to
residential inquiries through our virtual
help desk and participating in citizen
science projects that could be done from
home or socially distanced. This year, 75
residential inquiries have been answered through the virtual help desk;
and with more in-person activities starting to be offered, Master Gardeners
have donated over 700 hours of volunteer service since the start of 2021.
Thank you to our dedicated volunteers.

Be sure to “Like” us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter and Instagram!
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Extension Director’s News
Alicia recently accomplished the
following activities:
•

Alicia taught Climate Smart
Floridan’s to participants in the
City of West Palm. She also met
•
with Volusia County leaders to
plan to offer the program starting
in May 2021.

Alicia Betancourt
UF/IFAS Family and Community Development Agent and
Monroe County Extension Director

•

Alicia taught the Community
Voices, Informed Choices program
•
to Extension Professionals. This
program helps agents facilitate
deliberative discussions on complex
issues and aims to increase
community engagement,
community decision making and
action. Alicia taught participant
how to develop and implement a
local “town hall” community
engagement workshop.

Continued from page 1

When I visited the office this month, I appreciated
the chance to get a look at a banded coral shrimp
and a purple sea anemone without getting wet.
Touring the garden let me live like a local, just
enjoying being outside and appreciating the flora
that makes Key West such a special place. I was
glad to learn about- and will be happy to support- a
UF/IFAS proposal to working with our Monroe
County government partners to establish gardens in
Marathon and Key Largo.
It’s not just Extension’s location and facilities that
help make Key West special. It’s Extension’s
people. UF/IFAS Extension Monroe County
Director Alicia Betancourt is a Certified Climate
Change Professional who works with communities
to reduce risks to climate change. She works to
build community capacity in the UF-IFAS and
FAMU program Community Voices, Informed
Choices.
Florida Sea Grant agent Shelly Krueger enlists
dozens of local volunteer citizen scientists to collect
and test water samples for pollution. She trains local
fishing guides in sustainable boating and fishing.
She also educates Key West residents to identify
birds and fish, to understand the ecology of the
underwater world, and to become better educators

Alicia worked to organize a Joint
Council of Extension Professionals
virtual conference via the Whoova
conference app. This includes
teaching the technology to other
planners to increase participant
engagement.
Alicia worked with
the Association of
Climate Change
Officers to increase
member engagement
through development
of awards, professional recognition
and professional learning
opportunities.

and participants in local conservation efforts.
Michelle Leonard-Mularz runs the Master Gardener
program whose participants volunteer at the UF/IFAS
Plant Clinic to field questions on plants and insects and
with local garden clubs that beautify the Keys.
UF/IFAS can do all this because of the support from
Monroe County government. We also get funding for
individual projects like the demonstration tank from the
Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission.
Our job is to work on helping communities address
their challenges. I came all the way from Gainesville to
visit your Extension office. I hope you can walk or
pedal to it to learn more about how you can help make
the Keys a better, even more beautiful place and how to
protect it against invasive species and pollution.
Scott Angle is the University of Florida’s Vice President
for Agriculture and Natural Resources and leader of the
UF Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences
(UF/IFAS).

Be sure to “Like” us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter and Instagram!
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UF/IFAS/MONROE COUNTY EXTENSION
1100 Simonton Street, Suite 2-260, Key West, FL 33040
102050 Overseas Hwy., Suite 244, Key Largo, FL 33037
KW Phone: 305-292-4501
KW Fax: 305-292-4415

KL Phone: 305-453-8747
KL Fax: 305-453-8749

General e-mail: monroe@ifas.ufl.edu
County Extension Director: Alicia Betancourt
Newsletter Editor: Brynn Morey, Extension Coordinator
This newsletter can be accessed online at:
http://monroe.ifas.ufl.edu/newsletter.shtml
We’re on the Web at: http://monroe.ifas.ufl.edu
Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

University of Florida (UF)

http://SolutionsForYourLife.ufl.edu
http://ufl.edu

Scan this code to go
directly to our
UF/IFAS Website for
more information!
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An Equal Opportunity Institution. UF/IFAS
Extension, University of Florida, Institute of Food
and Agricultural Sciences, Nick T. Place, dean for
UF/IFAS Extension. Single copies of UF/IFAS
Extension publications (excluding 4-H and youth
publications) are available free to Florida residents
from county UF/IFAS Extension offices.

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu

UF/IFAS Extension is
Putting Florida First

UF/IFAS/MCES QUARTERLY CONTACTS
Jan

Feb

Mar

Totals

Phone calls

42

47

47

136

Office visitors

18

17

26

61

Email Consultations

56

137

143

336

Learning events

40

27

21

88

517

1,060

743

2,320

10

7

9

26

Publications distributed

129

266

217

612

TOTAL contacts

812

1,561

1,206

3,579

Participants
Media submissions

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC) is reminding anyone on
the water to slow down and look
out for manatees while boating in Florida
this spring. As water temperatures warm,
manatees naturally disperse from their
winter habitats, traveling to other
areas of the state and beyond.

