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THE FLORIDA KEYS AREA OF CRITICAL STATE CONCERN
HURRICANE EVACUATION INFORMATIONWho evacuates during a hurricane?

· Residents and visitors may be required to evacuate out of county when a storm threatens Monroe County.How do you know when an evacuation is ordered?

· Monroe County Emergency Management will issue an Emergency Order requiring mandatory out of county evacuation for visitors and residents when a Category 2 or greater storm threatens to impact the County.Why does Monroe County issue out of county evacuations?

· Category 2 and greater storms bring life threatening levels of storm surge (3 feet +). All of Monroe County is in a flood zone. 
· Category 3 storms and higher bring “catastrophic” levels of destruction. There will be no safe haven for residents within the county.
When are evacuations ordered?

· Emergency evacuations are ordered based on information from the National Hurricane Center and the National Weather Service-Key West. Evacuation orders are issued under careful consideration and based upon threat level and storm impacts to the County. 
· Vulnerable populations such as the Special Needs Population, RVs, Campers, mobile homes, live a boards and visitors are asked to evacuate first. General population resident evacuation will follow.What is the timeline to evacuate Monroe County?

· Depending on the in-county population, road construction and other variables, the general planning timeline to evacuate the county’s entire population is 24 hours. 
· Additionally, evacuations may be ordered in phases based on geography, and estimated arrival time of storm. impacts.Where do residents evacuate to?

· Residents traveling in automobiles will evacuate via northbound US 1 into Miami Dade County. Residents are encouraged to have a plan to seek shelter with family or friends on the mainland out of harm’s way.
· If that is not an option, Florida International University (FIU) hosts the Monroe County Hurricane Evacuation Shelter, which is located on the school’s campus off the Turnpike. All Monroe County shelters are pet friendly.

· Visit www.MonroeCountyEM.com for more information on hurricane preparedness plansFor additional information…
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